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Please accept this comment expressing Ceiba's opposition to the changes to the Communi ty 
Reinves tment Act (CRA) regulations proposed by the Office of the Comptro ll er of the Currency (OCC) and 
the Federal Depos it Insurance Corporation (FDIC) 

As a community based organization with over 30 years of experience working to help low-income 
fami lies become first- time homeowners and build their asset base, we have seen how CRA has 
encouraged financial institutions to engage in a productive way in our neighborhoods. 

We believe that the proposed regulat ions a re averse to he lping working fa milies. The proposed 
regu lations divert the focus of CRA to serve low-income fam ilies and the neighborhoods they live in. It 
encourages banks to help large development projects like stadiums and other megastructures rather than 
assisting the average working person to realize the American Dream of homeownership or to help low­
income men and women be more productive workers by helping them to secure affordable housing. 

The focus of the proposed regulations on big business instead of small business is anoth er reason why 
they are detrimental to low-income neighborhoods. This focus is shortsigh ted as neighborhood small 
businesses are one of the most powerful engines of development for the communities in which they are 
located. 

The proposed regulations also discourage banks from assuming their role as anchor institu tions in our 
ne ighborhoods. Instead of promoting the presence of banks in the communities where their servi ces are 
most impactful, the proposed regulations seek to weaken requirements for fina ncial ins ti tutions to 
develop roots in low-income communi ties. 

Fina lly the proposed regulations limit the ability of banks to gauge how they meet the needs of the low­
income consumers in their market. A chain is only so strong as its weakes t link. Helping low-income 
consumers is not charity. It is a way to open new business opportunities fo r financial institutions; nurture 
the development of small businesses into bigger business; a nd transform rente rs into mortgage holders. 

We respectfully u rge the OCC and the FDIC to keep CRA stTong. Please do not weaken it at a tim e when 
we need CRA the most. Please work with the Federal Rese rve Board to develop an interagency approach 
to improve CRA's reach into low-income neighborhoods. 




