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To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to voice my concern regarding the prepaid assessment interim rule
under consideration. I believe this will put additional burden on community banks
that are secure and conducted safe, sound, and ethical banking practices with
regard to loan underwriting and investment decisions.

It is difficult for small institutions to be competitive with the large institutions
since they have the ability to invest in new technologies and offer new services to
their customers. Now it is discovered that they have made unsound lending

decisions and also made risky investment decisions and we are expected to pay for
their mistakes.

The proposed prepaid assessment is a crippling blow for small community banks
that have been the very backbone of the financial industry. We have always
endeavored to be conservative in our investment and lending policies and should

not be forced to shoulder the burden of those institutions that had little regard for
safe, sound banking practices.
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