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RE: Proposed Guidance on Correspondent Concentration Risk;

74 Federal Register 48955, September 25, 2009

Ladies and Gentlemen:

October 23, 2009

The Independent Bankers Association of Texas (IBAT), representing over 2,000
community banks and branches in Texas, appreciates the opportunity to comment on

the proposed guidance on correspondent concentration risk.

Because this is an extremely complex issue in a highly specialized area of banking,
we respectfully request an extension to the comment period to allow us to determine
the probable effect of the proposed guidance. Our goal is to assure that our member
banks are treated fairly and consistently; that care is taken in limiting options to
correspondent services, liquidity, and capital; and that free market principles are
applied. With additional time, we can assess whether these are prudent guidelines
that achieve those goals. Rather than suggest an extension period, we trust that you

will grant whatever additional time that you believe is fair.

We at IBAT are grateful for both your decision to grant an opportunity to allow
comments on this guidance, and for your thoughtful consideration of our comments

on this critical issue.
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