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To Vvho.tn it May Ctmtern: 

r m  writi ng to you on behatf oLGu tf Coast Houstng Partnership ,  : n c; .. tG CHF] i n  retJard to the. Not ice of 
Propo.sed Ru le-making for n�fo.rrn ing the Com munity Reinvestment :A.ct [CRAL GCH P, a NeighborVVorks 
affiliate o�g9�izat ion, works t_o create real c�ange th r�ug rl _real e5ta}e by pur?ui,QJtresldential and_ 
cc rnmerc 1a l  oevetopments v11th transforrn$t1ve potentia l. :-., 1 o u r  round.ing i n  2uu6, we have won<ed 

t ' . . · · · - . ·  · '  h. . .  " .,--, L' ,, h t· . · · · · · t  · · · ·
. 

· 3· a·· ,-0 'f · d b '  par  nersn 1p m co rnrnunll leS i:nroug om \1)#. ;.:;,!Jl '.;)OUt , . o er-ea € or preserve ,over , ,0 ar or, ;:i Le
homes and  over 4 '!0,C00 squa r·e feet of con·irn0nity faci .. l iti es. The CRA has been 1 nstru ment2i L i n  GCHP' s 
abi lity to ra ise and  deploy ca pita l. a nd  d evelop meaningful relationsh i ps with b9nking i nstitut ions to 
i nvest In affordBble housing and cnrnmunity development5m under-served co mmuni t ies throug hout
·C:P1~1/,'.C"'' " '""'�' i '" <"' i ! r d  ! f'I LJ iS'1a n;:,  111 A f,:;;.5 15,:;ip• ,,,,. ·1 . .  L'\ l ::. b,::)n1a . '"' f'I (': Tp,r"><: �• ... �. ,· . . · .... 0-:- r,:;.o , J, t i,,,.. _� ..,_, ,.__._. - , .  - - , , ,,... , '!' ,,_� _.;.,;.. ,- .... , i_ ·. 1-:;,, � 1-)"\.U - -....i_ . _ 1 o ,  u , .,_r,,,•:::J -,. 

VVhen ccw1s icier ino the most sio niffcant chanoes to the GR.A, ulahon i n  nearly th ree decaces,  we ask 
that you cons iderthe foU.owi ng add itfronatre'commendations  as wet: 

Automatic Higibilityfor Neig hborWorks Organizations: The cu rrent proposed rule offers a n  autornatic 
enrollment of activit i es. unciE:rtal,enwith a CO F!s as el igfble fo ,· CRA ¢red it We propose that 
Neig hborWarks organ izations be considered u.n der simi lar  logic. /.\ccord : ng to the regu lators, .CDF!s 
play 2 key role in corn rr1 un 1ty revita lizati on as a n  e ffective driver qf capita l andar-e , therefo n� '\,vo(Jd be 
pteswmed to qwa lify for CRA credit g iven these organiz2tio n5 woutd need tc meet .specific criteria  to 
prove that they have a rni:ssLcn of promoting. commun i ty development and provide fnancial  prod ucts 
and  ser✓ i cesto l.ow� or moderate� i ncorrm ind ivid ua ls a nd  cornmun ifes .. " The same can be said  for 
�✓ e ighbor'vVorks organizi'.ltions, therefore extending the sarne trnatrnentwould a l ign with theinterit of 
the rnodernizecl CPA rule, Simila rly, we recommend the agencies ext_end  th is treatrnent to HUD ­
desig na ted Corn rnunity Housing Development Or�1ani z2tions (CH DOsi , HUD-approved Housing 
Cou nseUn-g O rga n izati ,:::in s, a nd HUC-appn:rved Nonprofit Cri;:ia nLz.atians, 

I nclusion of Low lncorne Hoqsing Tax Credit [ UHTClirwestments: Th� current pto posed rule dc•es not 
i n clude U HTC as an i m pact fact0r for CRA As a n  afforda ble hous ing d eveloper, vve j o in our nation,3 l 
partners in proposing the agencies includ e  U HTC when measurrng corn mur1ity irnpact, ag aUocatI9ns of 
this hous i ng cred it prio riti ze a reas vvi thi n  a state or Locai. j u f'isd i ct i on  t haLca n benefit most pri rnar i ly 
from expandi ng afforda ble housing options and address ing community needs. 

Community Development Activities and Assessment Areas: The proposed rule supports aUowi ng 
cqnSid er<:3t i an  of comrnun ;ty developrn ent activiti es outs1d1;: -of  a bank's assessrr·1 ent areQ, 8.ec:ause 
many areas a .::mss the nation are remote and far removed from cred it  opportun ities. induding many 
psrts of C!GH P's ser-1ice area throughout t he  Gu tf Coast, eU01N i ng this fl.eXibHity to expa nd and su pport 
affordab le hous i ng prod uctio n  and preservat ion and other cornrnu nity d .evelopment activi ties outside of 
the assessment area wii.l incent:vize banks to invest in  these high-needrt:!rm:ite areas. 

Accountability;V\le support i ncreased accountab\ity cf the CRA Exa ms ,ndu ding lfobust Pub!iclnput 
A1echen/sm9 and Makino Data PabliclvAvai!e.ble .. The creation of a pu bUc reC listrv for o rga n izations to 
s ign up  for should they wish to be contacted reg.a rding B bank's CR£\ petforma n,.:e i r  meeting 
cornrnunity needs vv!lL sign ificantly en hance accou nta3bi Uty, Arobust engagernent \N[th com rnuh ity 
orga nizati ons by the agencies will d i.sp lay a comrnitmentto accounta b i Lity from a diverse array of 
e ntiti es 2nd  aEcw P

t
J bti c input to remain  a p rominent factor dur ing  CRA petrfo rrnanr:e eva tuatfo ns. 

Further, while the agencies · pro posa l I n clud es s ign i fi cant improvernents in data collection  
requirements for com.mun ity dev1:;loprnent activiti es ,  deposits., a nd  a utomobile tend ing ,  t he  proposed 




