


better reflect the extensive consolidation and growth that has occurred in the industry since the
Act’s initial implementation. Furthermore, all banks should have the option to continue using
the current framework — not just “Small” banks.

FIB&T, however, supports the new forward-looking approach in defining what qualifies as a CRA
activity (including providing more examples) as well as the expansion to include the location of a
Bank's deposit customers in the CRA assessment area.

The new rules incentivize banks to invest in opportunity zones, which are communities the
federal and state governments have identified as needing economic development and job
creation. Also, more businesses will now qualify as small businesses because of the proposed
increase in revenue threshold and more loans would qualify as small business loans because of
the increase in the loan size threshold. Ata minimum this was necessary to counter inflation.

Lastly, FIB&T likes the statement in the preamble that states a bank with an “Qutstanding”
rating would presumptively earn a CRA evaluation period of five years — and additional ways to
incentivize hanks to aim for the highest rating will be appreciated.

First International Bank & Trust accordingly feels that with some changes, the proposed
regulations would better preserve what is best about the existing CRA regulations — leaning on
that success — whole encouraging banks to lend and invest more to low —and moderate-income
individual and areas.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions.

Sincerely,

[ R AL BANK & TRUST

ohn D. Docken
enior Vice President, Corporate Counsel and
Director of Risk





