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Attn: Comments/Legal OES RIN 3064-AG17
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
550 17th Street NW

Washington, DC 20429
publicinfo@fdic.gov, comments@fdic.gov

Re: Regulatory Capital Rule: Revisions to the Community Bank Leverage Ratio Framework; Office of the Comptroller of
the Currency RIN 1557-AF33, Docket ID OCC-2025-0141; Federal Reserve System RIN 7100-AH08, Docket No. R-1876;
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation RIN 3064-AG17; 90 Fed. Reg. 55048 (Dec. 1, 2025)

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen:

Better Markets filed of a comment letter regarding a proposal to reduce the community bank leverage ratio capital
requirement: The banking agencies under this administration clearly do not care about community banks or the
economic growth of the communities they serve. While this proposal from the Fed, OCC, and FDIC lowers capital
requirements for certain community banks, those requirements still will be more than twice as high as the requirements
for the largest banks. This type of upside-down policy making will result in even more concentration and fragility within
the banking system and less focus on Main Street borrowers.
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Far more than the large banks, community banks support the real economy, including small businesses, households, and
farms. They already face an unlevel playing field that’s tipped heavily in favor of big banks. That is now getting much
worse, especially with capital requirements. The largest, most complex banks should have the strongest capital
requirements — much stronger than for community banks — because they engage in the riskiest activities and their
relative size poses substantial risk to the banking system and financial stability.

The banking agencies must stop their top-heavy regulatory favoritism.
Community banks need a regulatory framework that levels the playing field and supports them as much as they support
our local economies.

Comment letter:

Yours sincerely,
Robert E. Rutkowski






