
	
       

  
   

       
 

     
    

 
   

             

            

   

   

  

        

                  

 

   
           

             

                   

 
 

        

 

      

                  

 

      

         

 
      

      

 

       

    

 

ABOUT THIS TOPIC: 
Sharing is caring … but borrowing and lending also bring 
responsibilities. It’s important for children to understand how to 
take care of each other’s property and return something that is 
borrowed. Exploring strategies for sharing (lending) and caring 
(borrowing) builds problem-solving skills and responsible habits. 

FROM THE CLASSROOM: 
What is borrowing? Borrowing is using someone else’s property with his or her permission. 

Why do you borrow? Borrowing gives us the chance to use something we might not be able to 

use or have otherwise. 

What is lending? Lending is sharing something you have with someone else. When you give a 

friend an item to borrow, you are lending it to him or her. 

How can I be responsible when borrowing? We can be responsible by taking care of items 

we borrow, returning them when we say we will, and being respectful to the person who let us borrow 

the item. 

WORDS TO KNOW: 
Bank: A financial institution and business that accepts deposits and makes loans. 

Borrow: To receive something on loan with the understanding that you will return it. 

Lend: The act of giving something to someone with the understanding that they will give it back to you. 

RESOURCES: 
BOOKS: 
• The Rainbow Fish by Marc Pfister: Rainbow fish finds the joy of sharing as he builds new 

friendships with the fish in the sea. 

• Brody Borrows Money by Lisa Bullard: Brody borrows money from a friend to buy a cool new 

rock but can’t pay it back. Can his dad help him solve the problem and learn about responsible 

borrowing? 

• Kuku and Mwewe: A Swahili Folktale by Marta Munte Vidal: Kuku’s and Mwewe’s friendship is 

put to the test when one of the friends doesn’t take care of the item she borrowed. 

GAMES/ONLINE RESOURCES: 
• Wells Fargo Hands on Banking: Explore saving, spending, and borrowing money by jetting 

around the financial universe with a friendly alien guide. 

http://www.handsonbanking.org/htdocs/en/k/ 

• Duckie Deck Toy Joy: Find out how much fun it can be to share and borrow by trying out new 

digital toys with animated friends. http://duckiedeck.com/play/toy-joy#bookmark 
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CONVERSATION STARTERS … ASK YOUR CHILD: 
• What are some things we can borrow? 
• What are some things we cannot borrow? 
• What happens if we don’t return things we borrow, or they 

get damaged? 
• What would you do if you borrowed something and it got 

ruined? 
• What are some ways I can show responsibility and caring? 

TRY THIS AT HOME: 
Sharing List: Help your child create a list of 

items he or she either borrowed or lent to 

friends or siblings, along with the date received 

and date due, to practice responsible 

borrowing/lending and begin to explore 

accountability. 

TRY THIS AT THE BANK: 
Ask a Banker: Banks lend money to 

responsible borrowers. Next time you are at 

the bank with your child, let your child fill out a 

withdrawal slip (for pretend) and talk to the 

banker to learn what banks look for in people 

before lending them money. 

TRY THIS AT 
THE LIBRARY: 
Borrow Books: Get a library card if your child 

doesn’t already have one. Help your child choose 

books to borrow. 

Same and Different: Ask your child to name 

three things the library has in common with a 

bookstore. What are three things that are 

different? Do bookstores allow us to borrow 

items? Do we use money at the library? 

Meet the Librarian: Talk to the librarian 

about how to treat books we borrow, or to learn 

what happens when books aren’t treated well. 

MONEY SMART FOR GRADES PRE-K–2: PARENT/CAREGIVER GUIDE 17 


