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During the REGLOANS.TXT pilot period, several IT service providers worked with the institution supervisory agencies and developed draft test files for review.  The results of this process are an improved file description, enhanced documentation, and a knowledge of the most frequent presentation errors.  Please review this list to help you in the preparation of your loan file.  More detailed and comprehensive information is contained in the file description document. 

File is improperly named.  Please see the File Description document for the precise naming convention.  A common error was not using the extension TXT.

File contains invalid characters.  Only ASCII characters 32 through 126 should be used in the Header and Detail Rows.  The null character cannot be used.  

Rows do not end with a carriage return line feed sequence.  Every Header and Detail Row should end with a carriage-return line-feed sequence (ASCII character codes 10 and 13).

Rows end with two carriage return line feed sequences.  Provided you have a text editor that can display this file without wrapping each line, the file should appear to be single-spaced when opened in your text editor.  If the file appears double-spaced (or greater), you have multiple CRLF sequences.

Header Rows not present.  Please note that there should always be six, separate header rows.  Detail Records should not begin until the seventh record in the file.

Header Rows do not contain the requested information.  Please review the file description and fully complete the data requested in each of the Header Rows.

Header Rows contain data labels.  Only data should be entered in the Header Rows, data labels such as “Bank Name” should not be included.

Rows in the file are not the correct length.  Each Detail Row should be exactly 1,172 characters long, not counting the CRLF sequence that terminates the row (there is no specified Header Row length).  Errors in row length are usually caused by a missing column, an improperly sized column, or the inclusion of an invalid special character.  Some vendors found that their report writers were truncating rows that ended with fields that contained all spaces.

Detail Rows are comma delimited.  Each column in the file starts and end at a precise displacement within a row, comma delimiting the file voids the displacement and causes read errors.

Data for required columns is not included.  There are five required columns in the file for which data should always be provided:  Borrower ID, Short Name, Long Name, Note Number, and Balance Outstanding.

Alphanumeric columns are right justified.  All columns that contain text should be left justified and padded on the right with spaces.

Numeric columns are left justified.  All numeric fields should be right justified and padded on the left with spaces or zeroes.

Negative signs are included with columns that may not contain negative values.  There are only five columns that may contain negative values:  Balance Outstanding, Interest Rate Spread, Interest Earned Not Collected, Days Past Due, and Escrow Balance.

Negative signs are placed in the leftmost position of a column.  Where the file spec allows, a negative (minus) sign should be placed directly to the left of the highest order digit.  There should be no spaces between the negative sign and the highest order digit.

Invalid dates are included.  All date columns should contain valid dates in the format YYYYMMDD.  Common examples of invalid dates included in test files are 20010631 and 20010931 (note that neither June nor September contains 31 days).

Numeric columns contain commas, dashes, or dollar signs.  Numeric columns may contain only numbers, spaces and in certain cases, decimal points and negative signs.  A common error is the inclusion of commas between higher order digits, the inclusion of a dollar sign, and dashes separating zip codes.

