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How do Asset Bubbles Affect the Larger Economy?

Balance Sheet Channel:

I Positive asset price shock increases real investment by firms.

I Increased investment amplifies the positive economic growth.

I Bernanke and Gertler (1989), Kiyotaki and Moore (1997),
Holmstrom and Tirole (1997)

I Housing appreciation also increases consumer wealth and demand.

I Increased consumer demand spurs economic growth.

I Used to justify intervention to support housing prices.
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How Do Banks Respond to Rising Housing Prices?

Our Focus: Bank Lending Channel

I Intermediaries provide additional amplification to positive shock.

I Gertler and Kiyotaki (2010), Rampini and Viswanathan (2010)

I Asset bubble crowds out lending to other sectors.

I Farhi and Tirole (2012), Bleck and Liu (2012)

Do rising prices help or hurt commercial lending?

I Focus on 1988-2006 (strong housing market).

I Use IV for correlation between prices and economic conditions.
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Find Negative Effects for Commercial Lending
Banks shift from commercial lending to mortgage lending.

Shift hurts firms associated with these banks.

I Firm investment drops.
I Loan size decreases and cost of borrowing increases.
I Effects stronger for firms with fewer sources of external capital.
I Effects stronger for firms which borrow from smaller, more regional

banks.

First to document negative effects of asset price appreciation.

I Recent papers document positive effects during housing bubble:
I Chaney, Sraer, Thesmar (2012), Adelino, Schoar, Severino (2013).

I Or negative effects during the collapse of an asset bubble:
I Bernanke (1983), Gan (2007), Cuñat, Cvijanović, Yuan (2013).

I Complements evidence of mortgage capital flows across markets:
I Loutskina and Strahan (2013).
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Measuring a Bank’s Housing Exposure

Main variable: Housing Prices in Bank’s State(s)

I Assumption: Mortgage activity largely in bank’s deposit base.

I Create a bank-specific annual weighted housing price index.
I Use state-level housing prices.
I Use bank’s state-level amount of deposits as weights.
I Deposit data from FDIC Summary of Deposits.

Other data and variables:

I Housing prices using Federal Housing Finance Agency Index.

I Call Report data for bank-level results.

I DealScan to establish relationships and for loan-level results.

I Compustat for firm-level results.
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Return on Housing In Bank’s States
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Mortgage Lending Increases with Housing Prices
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Commercial Lending Decreases with Housing Prices
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Housing Price Increases Picking Up Economic Growth

Housing prices correlated with local economic conditions.

I Should lead to positive bias on C&I lending and investment estimates.

Two instruments that affect C&I loans and investment only through housing.

I Land Availability + Regulatory Restrictions on Development
I Saiz (2010), Gyourko, Saiz, and Summers (2008) Data

I Interact variables with state-level 30-year mortgage interest rates.

As the mortgage rate drops, housing demand increases.

I Given an increase in demand, expect larger price increase if
I Less land available for development.
I More restrictions on new development.
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Land Available for Development
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Effect on Borrowing Firms’ Investment

(OLS) (IV) (OLS) (IV) (OLS) (IV)
Firm Control Variables X X X X

Macro Control Variables X X X X

Housing Price Index, Bank’s State(s) -4.679*** -6.334*** -5.601* -11.86***
(0.737) (0.578) (2.957) (4.397)

National Banks × HPI, Bank’s State(s) 4.451** 8.008***
(2.141) (2.793)

Firm-Bank Fixed Effects Yes Yes Yes Yes
Year Fixed Effects No No Yes Yes
Observations 19133 19133 19133 19133
Firms 3161 3161 3161 3161
Adjusted R2 0.422 0.422 0.427 0.427
Standard errors in parentheses
* p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01
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Loan Interest Rate Spreads

(1) (2) (3) (4)
Firm Control Variables X X X X

Macro Control Variables X X X X

Housing Price Index, Bank’s State(s) 8.043*** 7.579*** 9.039** 9.124***
(2.502) (2.428) (3.528) (3.487)

Large National Banks 3.483 3.446
(4.775) (5.124)

Firm Fixed Effects Yes Yes Yes Yes
Year Fixed Effects No No Yes Yes
Observations 7113 7113 7113 7113
Firms 1894 1894 1894 1894
Adjusted R2 0.583 0.583 0.586 0.586
Standard errors in parentheses
* p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01
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Commercial Lending: Loan Amount

(OLS) (IV) (IV) (IV)
Firm Control Variables X X X X

Macro Control Variables X X X X

Housing Price Index, Bank’s State(s) -3.741*** -6.395*** -4.831* -4.522*
(0.864) (1.291) (2.772) (2.611)

Large National Banks 4.346**
(1.762)

Firm Fixed Effects Yes Yes Yes Yes
Year Fixed Effects No No Yes Yes
Observations 7490 7490 7490 7490
Firms 1971 1971 1971 1971
Adjusted R2 0.354 0.356 0.362 0.363
Standard errors in parentheses
* p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01
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Investment: Constrained and Unconstrained Firms

Top tercile (Unconstrained) and bottom tercile (Constrained) by firm size.

I Other constraint measures: public debt access, payout policy.

(Constrained) (Unconstrained)
Firm Control Variables X X
Macro Control Variables X X
Housing Price Index, Bank’s State(s) -9.095*** -3.541***

(2.145) (0.617)
Firm-Bank Fixed Effects Yes Yes
Observations 8202 3969
Firms 1751 576
Adjusted R2 0.392 0.538
Standard errors in parentheses. * p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01
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Comparison With Collateral Channel
Chaney, Sraer, and Thesmar (2012) find increases in market value of firm’s
buildings associated with increased investment.

(OLS) (IV) (IV) (IV)
Firm Control Variables X X X X

Macro Control Variables X X X X

Housing Price Index, Bank’s State(s) -3.251*** -7.848*** -19.82*** -6.696*
(0.692) (1.734) (4.569) (3.947)

National Banks × HPI, Bank’s State(s) 14.98*** 4.581*
(4.490) (2.758)

Large National Banks -33.96*** -10.93*
(9.776) (6.201)

Market Value of Buildings 4.187*** 4.359*** 5.039*** 4.429***
(1.623) (1.640) (1.558) (1.588)

Firm Fixed Effects Yes Yes Yes Yes
Year Fixed Effects No No No Yes
Observations 6682 6682 6682 6682
Firms 906 906 906 906
Adjusted R2 0.380 0.393 0.391 0.404
Standard errors in parentheses
* p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01 15 / 16



Concluding Remarks

Increased housing prices in bank’s deposit area leads to:

I More mortgage lending.

I Less commercial lending.

Firms that have relationships with these banks:

I Have lower investment levels.

I Have lower loan amounts and pay higher spreads.

I Effects stronger for firms with fewer sources of external capital, and
for smaller banks.

Suggests complicated role for financial intermediaries in asset bubbles.

I May dampen rather than amplify positive economic shocks.

I Potential adverse effects of supporting asset markets.
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Bank-Specific Housing Indices
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Saiz (2010), Land Measures
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Saiz (2010), Land Measures (cont.)
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