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Re: RIN 3064-AC50 

Dcnr h1.r.Feldman;  

I am a concen~ed Native America1 from tlle Passa~naquoddy 'I'ribe in Maine opposed to wnterii~g 
down CRA (Cor~l~nunily 12einvcs(ment Act) requiremenrs for mid-sized banks. CRA is vital for 
i~icrcasi~lgIio~ncownership and econo~uic developmc~lt in lower income commuaitics. Your proposed 
cha~~geswill halt the progrcss that has hcen made 

I ~~nderstandthat hanks wilh over $250 millio~i in assets lnusr be tested on their number of loans, 
invest~ncn~s, and services to low- and modcratc-inco~i~c c0111111~11iticb.But your proposal would 
eli~nirlale [lie i~ivest~ile~it and service require~ne~ir for all banks with under $ 1 billion in assets. This 
will result in significantly fewer loans and invest~nents in affordable rcnlal housing. Healtli clinics, 
conui~ul~iLy c r ~ ~ ~ c r s ,  and econo~nic develop~iie~lt prolects. 

Native Americans livitig on reservations are the most un-banked population in United States. The 
Passamaquoddy Tribe, for example, has 2 bank branches in Maine wlio recognize lending strategies 
of Maine l~idians. Such revision Lo regulatioos would only worsen banking services to Maine Indian 
lieservatio~ls. 

T l ~ eproposed changes, which would niahe smaller banks less accountable for their comm~ulity 
Reilivcstment activity, alarm un, as banks nrc finally waking up to thc ~ ~ ~ V Z ~ ~ I I I C I I ~  vppor t~~ni~ies  in
India11 Country. l~tdian Country has made strides with the help of balks in the mortgage arena-we 
Observed conventional mortgage activity increase for Native Americans in 2003. wc believe that (lie 
Shc11gL11 Ll~cC U ~ T C I I Ilaw has been insrrumenml to dlcis developnient. 

The following data point up tho service continuing needs in Indian Country, that require a strong 
CRA, According to the GAO, the rate of homeow~~crship for Native Americans living on reservation 
is just 33%, or half that of the general population a.nd substa~itially lower lhan that of other minority 
groups. In addition ,Native A~nericalls are four ri~ncs Illore likely than the averaee Alncrican fa~ilil), 
to live in substandard housing. (Falunie Mae data, Testimony, Pattye Grcen, May 3,  2004, House 
financial Services C o m ~ ~ ~ i t t c e )  Overcrowding has been documented in the NAlliC study. 
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