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Commercial real estate (CRE) lending has been an important business linc for my institution and 
many other banks in Massachusetts. Community banks play an essential role in creating local 
economic growth by providing credit to small and medium-sized businesses. During 2005 
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:enjamin Franklin Bank started 2in SBA 1iepartmicnt to ht :ss the SInall business crr2dit 
ccds jn our comm~llzity.Bcnjarrlin Frmlclin Bank achie\ ber one ISBA 504 lender status 
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rinciplcs if a CRE concentration exists. any banks may have sane of these proc:edures 
I place, others will be cost-prohibitive fc unity banks. For instance, there are few 
ffcctive stress tests available to smaller inst~tut~ons.If institutions are ~mableto adopt th ese 
rinciplet may lea7 the C- ether. T'his will dispropiortionatr t urban 
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