COMMUNITY BANKERS ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK STATE
655 THIRD AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10017 « TEL: 212-573-5500 * FAX: 212:573-5509
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September 13, 2004

Mr. Robert E. Feldman -
Executive Secretary = “_—;?
Attention: Comments/Legal ESS o g«
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporatlon MmN 3
550 17" Street, NW oo @ o
Washington, DC 20429 %g T =

RE: RIN number 3064-AC50

Dear Sir/Madam:

The Community Bankers Association of New York State* strongly urges the FDIC to raise the
threshold for the streamlined examination process to $1 billion. Increasing the asset amount
would not have a significant 1mpact on CRA activities in our communities. It would, however,
provxde regulatory re].let for many 1nst1tut1ons at a tune when compllance with other maJo e
natlona.l priorities.is placmg mc::easmg regulatory burdens 011 smaller mst‘:1tuhonsr ier v

‘Fhe FDIC*s proposal to-add a mandatory community development performance criterion as an*
addmonal component provides a rational balance for smaller institutions. Under this proposal,
banks can adapt their lending, investing, and service activities to the opportunities in their own
assessment area as well as to the bank’s own strengths. An institution can engage in one or

more, as opposed to all, of the activities.

We applaud the FDIC’s initiative in this area and encourage your action on this proposal.

Sincerely,
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*, The Community Bankers Association of New.York State (CBANYS) is a full-service trade association
representlng savings institutions and commiercial banks with curnulauve assets exceedmg $170 billion, employing

approx1ma1e]y 23,000 New Yorkers at'1,265 locanons statew1de and a]Iocatmg more tha.n $1 blllton annua]ly
loward local affordable housmg and k:ommumty development Ly o
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...lifeblood of our communities.
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